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November 14, a day upon which was kept a great Moham-
medan festival, when the memory of the great prophet and
the influence of the fiery spirit consumed on that feast-day,
would inspire his soldiers with fanatical courage and ardour.

Maddened with intoxicating drink and religious fervour,
Raja Sahib's troops rushed upon the walls of Arcot, driving
before them a long line of elephants, with sharp spikes and
iron plates fixed to their foreheads, to batter down the gates.,
Clive, worn out by fatigue, was fast asleep when the alarm
sounded; but springing from his bed, he rallied his men, and
ordered his gunners to spare no shot. As their volleys re-
sounded above the hoarse shouts of the drunken soldiers, the
elephants stampeded, and, turning tail, charged their drivers
with lowered heads, trampling them under their huge feet,
and spreading disorder and panic among the advancing ranks.
Meanwhile, at another part of the fort a great raft, laden with
soldiers, was making its way across the moat beneath the
walls. Clive perceived the danger in the nick of time, and,
taking his place at one of the guns, served it himself, and
quickly cleared the wooden bridge of its living freight.
Desperate assaults were taking place at various points of the
walls where the moat was dry, but here also the attacks were
repulsed, until, after an hour's tumultuous fighting, when
400 of the assailants lay dead, the enemy drew off in sullen
silence. All that night Clive and his men awaited a renewal
of the assault; but hour after hour passed, and no shout of
battle rang out hi warning. When morning came the enemy
were no more to be seen, and the glittering array of the
Mahratta tribesmen moved through the mists of dawn to do
honour to the man who was to be famous henceforth as Sabat
Jung (the 'daring in war'). Raja Sahib was in hurried
retreat, and Clive was in absolute possession of the fort
and city.

He followed up his triumph with unabated energy. Leaving
a garrison to guard the town, he pursued the retreating army
of Raja Sahib with 500 sepoys, 200 English, and 600 of his